AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 16 
Application No.: 10/684,809 

Attorney No.: Q77609 Group Art Unit No: 2853 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-19 are all the claims pending in the application. Applicants thank the Examiner 
for allowing claims 13-19. 

Specification Objection : 

The specification has been objected to due to a recitation in claim 1 of "the second 
pressure." Applicants have amended claim 1 in a manner thought to resolve this objection. 

Claim Rejections : 

Claims 1 and 8 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Paroff 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,481,836) in view of Bode et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,196,668). Claim 1 1 
stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Paroff et al. in view of 
Bode, and fiirther in view of Doi (U.S. Patent No. 6,471,3 14). Solely to advance prosecution of 
particular exemplary embodiments of the invention, Applicants have amended independent 
claims 1, 8, and 1 1 in a manner that clearly distinguishes the claims from the teachings of Paroff 
et al., Bode, and Doi, alone or in combination. 

In particular, independent claims 1, 8, and 1 1 have been amended to define exemplary 
embodiments wherein the ink is supplied from the main tank to the first sub-tank without going 
through the second sub-tank, and the ink is supplied from the main tank to the second sub-tank 
without going through the first sub-tank. 
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Applicants note that in the rejections, the Examiner uses Bode to allege the disclosure of 
supply and control of ink from the main tank to the sub-tanks. However, Bode does not disclose 
or suggest that the ink is supplied from the main tank to the first sub-tank without going through 
the second sub-tank, and the ink is supplied from the main tank to the second sub-tank without 
going through the first sub-tank. Neither, therefore, would Bode disclose or suggest this feature 
in conjunction with the claimed first and second pressures. Accordingly, Applicants respectfiilly 
submit that the claims distinguish from the cited art. 

In view of the above, reconsideration and allowance of this application are now believed 
to be in order, and such actions are hereby solicited. If any points remain in issue which the 
Examiner feels may be best resolved through a personal or telephone interview, the Examiner is 
kindly requested to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 

The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and the Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any 
overpayments to said Deposit Account. 



Respectfully submitted, 




SUGHRUE MION, PLLC 
Telephone: (202) 293-7060 
Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 



Ronald Kimble 
Registration No. 44,186 



WASHINGTON OFFICE 



23373 



CUSTOMER NUMBER 



Date: April 11,2006 
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